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Tkachev S. Solving the problem of civic education of the individual in the views 
of Ukrainian teachers during the UNR (1917–1919)

The problem of civic education of an individual has always been the focus of national 
pedagogy. Using of philosophical and pedagogical heritage enables the successful resolution 
of problems of the definition of an ideal citizen (i. e. the desired pattern of “social unit”) and 
effective ways (forms, means, methods) to achieve it.

The aim of the article is to clear up the main ideas of the personality of a citizen 
formation of most famous representatives of Ukrainian educational thought in the UNR
(1917–1919).

M. Haluschynskyy believed that the main aim of any education is the formation of such 
a personality that is able to win the state, save it, strengthen and say with other Ukrainians 
“Ukraine is me!”, i. e. “a man must make himself a state person, and the state has to make 
itself personal”. Special attention in the pedagogical heritage of M. Haluschynskohyy 
deserves the idea of school educational space creation for the formation of citizenship of 
pupils – the “small state” where pupils’ life will have all “adult institutions and regulators of 
behavior”.

In the article “Mathematics in the labor school” (1919) K. Lebedintsev, in the context 
of the formation of a future citizen personality, outlined his vision of the objective (for the 
benefit of future job and social activities), programs and methods of teaching mathematics.

In his article “The nationalization of schools in Ukraine” (1917) V. Naumenko was 
for immediate Ukrainization of schools as necessary and urgent conditions in education and 
upbringing of the younger generation according to the national patriotic principles.

To up-bring trustworthy citizens and patriots S. Rusova appealed to lift up “dear great 
slogan: free national school for the education of free, conscious, strong nation”.

K. Stetsenko emphasized that a folk song is “a powerful factor for the development of 
a sense of unity and solidarity” and said that “...from a large treasury of Ukrainian folk art it 
is necessary to draw anything that might engender in a pure baby’s heart the highest idea, the 
implementation of which would bring happiness to the life of the people and the motherland 
itself...”.

E. Chykalenko was strongly for the fast Ukrainization of education in order to have 
“our own books, newspapers, and by all means have the native language in schools, as 
people in other countries practiced”.

Ukrainian teachers in the UNR in the context of solving the problem of education of 
the personality of a citizen were for the necessity of the development of national schools, for 
school and life combination (teaching for the benefit of the profession and social activities) 
and for creating educational space (education in the native language, the use of folk art, the 
imitation of “a small state”) to raise national awareness of the younger generation.
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