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Luparenko S.E. The charitable activity of cultural-educational societies in West-
ern Ukraine (the first half of the 20th century)

This article is dedicated to revelation of the content of charitable activity of cultural-
educational societies in Western Ukraine during the first half of the 20th century. The factors 
which caused the appearance of the cultural-educational societies have been determined. 
They were difficult political, social-economical and cultural conditions of life, wish of 
Ukrainian people to raise the level of national consciousness and spiritual culture of Ukrain-
ian nation, not enough satisfaction of educational needs of people of different nations and 
others. It has been emphasized that all cultural-educational societies cooperated with church 
and religious organizations in their charitable activity. The tasks and activity of the most 
widely-known and respectable societies (Maris Squads, Catholic Action, “The Native 
School”, “The Ukrainian Regional Society of Children’s Protection and Youth’s Guardian-
ship”, “Regional School Union”, “Enlightenment”) have been characterized. The activity of 
the most of these societies was aimed at Ukrainian children’s protection; the spread of the 
idea of children’s protection; creation of subsidiaries; holding various conferences, con-
gresses dedicated to the problem of children’s protection; creation and maintenance of pre-
schools, schools, orphanages and other different organizations which care for children’s pro-
tection and control over them; registration children who needed care and protection, indenti-
fying the causes of their bad life conditions and prevention of them; making suggestions to the 
government and legislative body on the issue of children’s protection. The main kinds of ac-
tivity of these societies have been determined. They were care for preschool education and 
expansion of the network of preschools; care for poor, sick and destitute children and or-
phans; funding primary and secondary schools and care for education on the whole. The ad-
vantages of the cultural-educational societies have been revealed. They were a clear structure 
of these societies, subordination to higher departments; democratic working style; creative, 
original forms and methods of work, wide use of mass forms of work; close interrelationship 
of these societies with church and religious organization, prominent clerics’ mentoring, act-
ing according to Christian moral norms; great number of members; broad diverse activities 
of the societies. The results of the activity of these cultural-educational societies have been 
identified (intellectual growth and raise the level of national consciousness of Ukrainian peo-
ple; creating a wide network of various establishments for children’s education and protec-
tion; shaping the Christian worldview; round harmonious development of all participants of 
these societies; popularity of the societies with people of all nations, involvement of the gen-
eral public in the activity of the societies; funding new subsidiaries and new societies which 
aimed at children and youth’s protection; the care coverage of children, providing children 
with various services: educational, recreational, therapeutical and others).
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