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1.
2.

3.

1. –4

(3–4) and using the ideas you have collected make a mind map “Students’ and 
youth problems”. Discuss them. Try to find the way out of each problem).

2. –4

–4. Range the problems/barriers from the 
mind map “Students’ and youth problems” in order of importance to your group. 
Explain your choice, using the adjectives big, urgent, burning, main, major, 
chief, most important, baffling, troublesome, recurring, minor, painful).

3. –4

groups of 3–4. Choose one of the barriers/problems 
you would like to discuss. Here are some questions to help you develop your 
discussion):

– Is 
it a serious or minor problem for you? Explain why.

– When did this 
problem arise and what caused it?

– Can you run away from your 
problem?

– Is it a recurring problem or a one-off?
– Do you know 

any other students experiencing the same problem?
– What 

circumstances can worsen this problem?
– Have you tried to solve this 

problem?
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– In what way did you try to 
sort it out?

– What do you find a 
stumbling block to solve it?

– Is there any 
quick fix for this problem?

– Is there anyone who can help you iron out this problem?
– Who do you usually ask for 

advice or help?
– Does 

other people’s advice help you to tackle the problem?

1.

university can be both difficult and wonderful. What are some of the things you 
like about being a student and what makes you sad now and then? Fill in the 
table and show your list to your partner. Compare them. What is similar and 
different in your lists? Report your findings to the group):

(I like being a student because…) (I don’t like being a student because…)

2.

statements given below. Complete each statement. Explain possible reasons, 
consequences and ways out):

– –
Students have many misunderstandings/conflicts with teachers …;

– – Students today feel lack of 
real friends…;

–
– Students today may seem undisciplined and selfish…;

– – Students nowadays are lazy…;
– – Many 

students feel lack of self-confidence…;
– – Students often 

feel fear, anxiety…;
– –

Students’ motivation for studying has decreased lately…;
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–
– Students can’t cope with the rapid speed of studying …
3.

the most painful problems 
for you both and complete the chart with details, reasons and ways out of these 
5 problems of students):

/
Define the problem / Details /

Possible reasons
/

Ways out

– – –
–

–
– I tend to agree with 

– You have my 
– I absolutely agree with 

– – I
– … –

– I’m afraid I 
– I have to say that I 

–
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1. – :
1983. – 271

2.

–
1997. – 23

3. -
– – 303

4. - -
– – 256

5. -
– – 319

6. –
- – 206

7. –
1985. – 110

8. – :
– 233

9. – -
1979. – 151

10. /
– – 13–14.

Yaroslavskaya L. Conduct discussions and debates in the classroom for foreign 
language students and their role in overcoming educational barriers to higher education

In the article the problem of overcoming of students’ pedagogical barriers through 
carrying out with them discussions and debates at the foreign language classes is described. 
The problems of peculiarities and demands of their organization and carrying out are 
revealed. The examples of the tasks for carrying out discussion and the examples of topics for 
debates are suggested. The results received due to carrying out discussions and debates at the 
foreign language classes with the aim to overcome pedagogical barriers are provided and 
grounded.

Key words: discussion, debate, students, pedagogical barriers, higher educational 
establishment.
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